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Intro.:
(A) The Context:  therefore – An Extension of the Previous Passage.
Jas. 4:7 cf. 1-6
(1) We are at War with the World.

4:1-3 cf. I Jn. 2:16
All that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, 

and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.
(2) We are either Friends of God and Foes of the World or the reverse.

4:4

Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.

(3) God Gives us Grace and more Grace to fight this War.

4:5, 6

(B) The Text: An Exhortation to the Worldly:

Jas. 4:7-12
Note: 10 aorist Imperatives functioning as military commands demanding Incisive action.

4:7-10
(1) Resume a Right Relationship with God!


(a) The Basic Requirement: Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil.

4:7

If you are proud and Refuse to submit to God and Resist the devil, God will resist you.
4:6

(b) The Specific Elements Set out for the Renewed Relationship.

4:8-10
(2) Cease Censoring other Christians in the Church

4:11-12

Speak not evil one of another, brethren…. who art thou that judgest another?
I. Resume a Right Relationship with God.  (Note: The 10 aorist imperatives)
Jas. 4:7-10

A. Submit yourselves (or Be Subject) therefore to God –
Jas. 4:7a
Submission Denotes Order and Demands Obedience.

· There is Order: [taxis = regular arrangement, i.e. (in time) fixed succession (of rank or character),
– 
The Imperative:
Submit is hupotasso = subordinate 

Hupo is under and tasso is to order, place, station; thus, to obey: be under obedience, put under.

– 
The Passive:
Be Subject is reflexive (i.e. yourselves) calling on a self-voluntary subordination.



Thus, Let all things be done decently and in order.
1 Cor. 14:40


Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers… ordained of God.
Rom. 13:1

· There is Obedience:

Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls.
 Heb 13:17

Consider the areas where submission is Demanded and Demonstrated:

1. Submission to God as Ordained of the Godhead in Christ.
Col. 2:9
For in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.

a. All are One and On equal standing: in the Name of the Father…of the Son…of the Holy Ghost: Mt. 28:19b 
b. Yet there is Order in the Godhead (with the Father as the 1st Person, the Son as 2nd and the Spirit as 3rd):
i. The Father sent the Son and the Spirit – 


God sent his only begotten Son into the world.
I Jn. 4:9


The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in My name.
Jn. 14:26

ii. The Son sent the Spirit.


When the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit. Jn. 15:26 cf. 16:7
iii. The Spirit sent His Servants – So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost.
Acts 13:4

Cf. The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him.
Jn. 13:16

c. Cf. The Obedience of Christ.

i. Though he were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the things which he suffered;
Heb. 5:8

ii. Though equal with God (Phil. 2:6), He submitted to God – the head of Christ is God. 
I Cor. 11:3

iii. And will be subject to God when He had submitted all things to Himself.
I Cor. 15:28

When all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also Himself be subject

unto Him that put all things under Him, that God may be all in all.


2. Submission to God as Observed in the Church:

a. The Order: Headship and Submission in the church –
1 Cor. 11:3

But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; 
and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.

Note: This is not an Order of Rights but One of Representation –

i. In Rights, the Father and the Son are equal – I and my Father are one.
Jn. 10:30 cf. Phil 2:6
ii. In Representation: My Father is greater than I.
Jn. 14:28

b. The Obedience in Submission to God’s Order in the church:
i. The Man Leads, and the Woman Submits:
· The Rights: There is…neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.
Gal. 3:28

· The Representation: 

· The Man (representing Christ) Prays and Teaches in Public.
I Tim. 2:8, 12

Cf. The husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church.
Eph. 5:23

· The Woman (representing the Church) covers her head with a Sign and keeps Silent. I Cor. 11:13; 14:34
Cf. Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection.
I Tim. 2:11, 13, 14
For Adam was first formed, then Eve… being deceived was in the transgression.

ii. The Members Obey their Overseers (Elders)
Heb 13:17

· The Rights: Neither Jew nor Greek…bond nor free, for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. Gal. 3:28

· The Representation: 

Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.

iii. Saints Submit to God’s Servants and those who Serve:
I Cor. 16:15, 16 

 I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints,) that ye submit yourselves unto such, and to every one that helpeth with us, and laboureth.

3. Submission to God as ’Onoured by Children at Home.

a. Wife, Submit to your Husband as Head.

i. Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.
Eph 5:22  

For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church.
Eph 5:23, 24 cf. Col. 3:18

ii. Husband, Love your Wife as your own Life.

Eph. 5:25, 32, 33

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself for it.

b. Children, Submit to and Honour your Parents.


i. Children Obey and ‘Onour the Parents.

Eph. 6:1, 2; Col. 3:20

Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.


Honour thy father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise.

ii. Parents nourish your children in the Lord and fathers provoke not your children.

 
Fathers, bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.
Eph. 6:4

Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.
Col. 3:21
4. Submission as Ordered of the Citizen in the Country: 

a. Citizen, Obey higher Orders.
Rom. 13:1-7

Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: 
the powers that be are ordained of God.

For this cause pay ye tribute also:
Rom. 13:6

Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; 

custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.
Rom. 13:7

b. Citizen, Obey Man’s Ordinances
1 Pet 2:13-16
Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; 

Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers,
 and for the praise of them that do well.

For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men:

As free, and not using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, but as the servants of God.

B. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
Jas. 4:7b
Submit to God and Resist the devil who will not want you to Submit, or God Himself will Resist you. Cf. 4:6

1. Take a Stand against the devil. 
Eph. 6:11
Resist (antistete = against and stand, as in military warfare. There is no middle ground.)
Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

a. He is the Devil (Gk. diabolos; Heb. Satan = the Slanderer) God’s Archenemy.

b. He can be Defeated – he will flee from you, if you resist him.
2. Be Sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 
1 Pet 5:8
3. Submit to God and Savour not the things of men. Be not a Stumbling block to God.
Matt. 16:23

Jesus said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; 

for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things." 
NRSV

a. Resist the Devil through Prayer.
Lk. 22:31, 32
The Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat:


But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.

b. Resist the Devil through God’s Precepts (the Scriptures).
Mt. 4:1, 3
Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.

i. The Devil can Repeat scriptures: If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written. Mt. 4:3, 6, 9
ii. Resist Him with Scriptures in the Right Context: Jesus said unto him, It is written again.  
Mt. 4:4, 7, 10
c. Resist the Devil by Putting on the whole armour of God.

Eph. 6:11

Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.
d. Resist the Devil and do not be Proud; Submit yourself to God, or God Himself will resist you. 
Jas. 4:6

C. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you.
Jas. 4:8a

1. The Imperative – draw near to God.
Heb. 10:22
Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 

from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water 


a. Let not Worldliness Distance you from God.
II Cor. 6:17, 18

Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 

and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you.
b. Let not Uncleanness Desecrate you for worship.
Lev. 10:3; 22:21-23
No man that hath a blemish…shall come nigh to offer the offerings of the LORD made by fire: 

he hath a blemish; he shall not come nigh to offer the bread of his God.

2. The Implicit Promise – and He will draw nigh to you.
God Waits to Welcome all those who draw near to Worship Him.
D. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; And purify your hearts, ye double minded.
Jas. 4:8b
Only the Pure in Hand and Heart can have communion with God in Holiness. Hence, 

1. Their Character:

a. They are Sinners, though Brethren, i.e. Believers and Saints!
Jas. 4:8 cf. 11

Their State must be lifted up to the level of their Status.

b. They are two-Souled/Spirited (Double-minded).
Jas. 4:8. as 1:

Seeking to Serve God and the World; as such, they are Sinners.
Mt. 6:24

No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; 

or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.
Hence, they need to Cleanse their Hands and Purify their Hearts and be Single-minded in their Stand.

2. The Cleansing Ceremony:
Exo. 30:18-21

For Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet thereat: So they shall wash 


their hands and their feet, that they die not: and it shall be a statute for ever to them.

3. The Conditions for perfecting holiness in the fear of God
II Cor. 7:1

a. Let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

b. Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:
I Pet. 1:22
c. For Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place?


He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart;
Psa. 24:3, 4
E. Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: 
let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. 
Jas. 4:9

1. Three Incisive Imperatives in a row to demand Repentance.


a. Be afflicted – become wretched cf. O wretched man that I am!...
cf. Rom.  7:24, 25

knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked. Rev. 3:17

b. Mourn, and weep – be in deep grief and overflowing with tears. 
Lk. 6:25 cf. Mk. 14:72
2. The Imperative Passive Reversal: Let your laughter be turned to mourning
a. The Imperative demands an Incisive act of the will to obey.

b. The Aorist passive third person singular points to an Advocate Who can Aid.
I Jn. 2:1
3. The Illustrative Parallel Reversal – and your joy to heaviness.
a. As with the Penitent Publican: joy turned to heaviness caused by a heavy heart. 
Cf. Lk. 18:13
The publican…smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.

b. Cf. Solomon’s Wise Words:
Eccl. 7:1-4
It is better to go to the house of mourning, than to go to the house of feasting: 
for that is the end of all men; and the living will lay it to his heart.

Sorrow is better than laughter: for by the sadness of the countenance the heart is made better. 
The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning; but the heart of fools is in the house of mirth.

F. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.
Jas. 4:10
1. The Aorist passive calls for the Acceptance of this Attitude of humility.
Cf. Jas. 4:6
2. Let it be as an Act unto the Lord and He will reward you Accordingly.
1 Pet 5:5, 6
a. Ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, 
and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.

b. Humble yourselves…under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: 

II. Cease Censoring other brethren in the Church – the Specific Requirements
Jas. 4:11-12
A. The Injunction: Speak not evil one of another, brethren. 
Jas. 4:11a
Another one and only imperative here and in the present tense.

1. The Still-going on present Squabbling – whence come wars and fightings among you?
Cf. Jas. 4:1
2. Lit. They “speak down on” an Absent brother, calling Attention to his Vices than Virtues. 
I Pet. 2:11, 12; 3:16

3. This Abusive Attack among them brethren is mutual – one of another
Cf. 4:1-3

B. The Illustrations: 

1. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, 
speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: 
Jas 4:11b

a. The Act is habitual/characteristic of the person – speakeh 


b. It is Active hostility – speaketh evil
c. It is Aimed at a fellow-believer in the Lord’s body – brother
d. It is Also an  evaluation that leads to condemnation because of the evil intention – judgeth
e. It is an Attack on the Law of Love – speaketh evil of (the) law and judgeth (the) law

i. Cf. the perfect law of liberty.
Jas. 1:25
ii. Cf. the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.
Jas. 2:8

2. but if thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge. 
There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy: 

who art thou that judgest another?
Jas. 4:11c, 12
a. The Personal Address – if thou judge the law
b. His Presumptuous Arrogance – thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge
c. The Prerogative and Ability of the One and Only Lawgiver to Act is usurped.
i. Only God can save
} Two aorist infinitives

ii. Only God can destroy.
} indicative of God’s effective executions in His time.

d. The Pertinent Accusation – Who art thou that judges another?
i. Who are you to take on yourself to Act as the Lawgiver?
-  judgest is present participle
ii. But you – Who are you to Assume the place of the Lawgiver?
- you is personal pronoun emphatic.

iii. Who are you to judge Another who is your brother?
- another; brethren cf. love one another. 

Con. 
Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: 


forgive, and ye shall be forgiven:
Lk. 6:37


I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 


holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.


And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind,


that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
Rom. 12:1, 2

